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where they also deal with bomb- tethat’ Israel °. bt n a '"^ n( f°^® ' ,» IU 
grade nuclear materials , such ., as^uran^ by clandestine means 



r - w.ihio,i«.st.rsu(iwrii.r > A whether any ' part of the five-page 

:' A top-secret CIA document con- classified document could be made 
tending that Israel produced nuclear public, intended to release just two 
weapons as early, as 1974 was made paragraphs and keep the rest secret. 
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public by the agency itself as a result 
of a bureaucratic foulup. : 

' <The agency J$ : not saying how the 
error occurred, i limiting itself to* an, 
acknowledgement by press spokes- 
man Herbert E. Hetu that the docu- 
ment’s release was a "mistake." 

-But one story making the rounds of 
congressional committees and nu- 



Instead, the story gok it released all 
except the two paragraphs. 

•'""This thing could raise hell with 
the Middle East negotiations," one 
senator who asked not to be named 
said. "If the Israelis have weapons 
the other side will want to even it 
up." 

THE ERROR COULD further com- 



rade nuclear materials « such, as -i uranium Dycianu«uuc. .^.- 



felt that "Japan's leaders will con-jr in me oocum«H #‘1 

elude that they must have .nuclear /- mained classified, we^ha n 
weapons if they are to achieve their ' con i ment t( ? I” 3 ?,?*. h h A 
national objectives in the developing T \ The document, which ha 



Asian power balance." 
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previously stamped "Secret. No For- 

eignDlsclosure," is entitled "Pros- 
pects for Further Proliferation of Nu- 
clear Weapons." It is a summary of a 
top-secret special intelligence report 
made by the CIA, after the Indian A- 
bomb explosion In 1974, that circu- 
lated among some top ' government 
officials including commissioners of 
the> now-defunct.,' Atomic Energy 
Commission.-;-' v, • 

% Last October the Department 
Of Energy .found a. copy of the CIA 
summary in files that had been re- 
quested under the Freedom of Infor- 
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mation Act by S. Jacob Scherr, an 
attorney for an environmental group, 
the Natural Resources Defense Coun- 
cil, Inc. ■ 

• Because the document was classi- 
fied, DOE sent it to the CIA, asking 
that it make the, decision whether 
any parts of, the summary could be 
made public under the Freedom* of 
Information Act. , ; v , 

, The document was reportedly 
scrutinized by several different 
branches within the CIA before the 
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deletion of tvfo paragraphs and re- 
lease of the rest. 

Hetu said jthe agency does pot 
know whether the reverse was sup- 
posed to happen. ^ 

The public disclosure of CIA’s ap- , 
pralsal on . other nations’ nuclear j 
intentions comes at a time when the 
United States is working to keep the/, 
lid on the spread of nuclear weapons. 

State Department officials have 
been frying to persuade Japan to. 
forego on ambitious nuclear power/ 
program based on plutonium. U.S. ; > 
diplomats have also been unsuccess-',; 
fully trying to convince Israel to; 
allow international inspectors into a 
sty-called peaceful nuclear research f ‘ 
reactor, which produces plutonium. J 
A spokesman for the Senate Select i 
Committee on Intelligence said that i 
the panel was investigating the CIA’s 
"mistake.’! "That’s what we’re here . 
for/’ said an aide. Y > 
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A SPOKESMAN FOR one of the. 
successors of the old AEC, the Nu- 
clear Regulatory Commission, which 
has the responsibility for developing 
safeguards over U.S. nuclear materi- 
als here and abroad, said that agency 
officials were trying to figure out 
why Joseph Hendrie, the NRC’s 
chairman, and Clifford Smith, direc- 
tor of its office of nuclear materials 
safety and safeguards, had never re- 
ceived copies of the analysis. 
"Maybe there was a glitch in the sys- 
tem. said the NRC spokesman. ‘ * 
The document may also focus 
more int erest ;on reporte that 206 



pounds of highly enriched uranium, 
which was unexplainably “lost’ at a 
private nuclear fuel fabrication fa- 
cility Apollo, Pa. /In mid-1960s,, 
may have been secretly diverted to 
Israel. 



. v 



- Two weeks ago Investigators from 
three congressional committees look- 
ing into 1 the Apollo case interviewed, 
former CIA chief Richard Helms,, 
who was head of the agency when its 
operatives , investigated the Apollo 
matter and. reportedly, developed a 
. ‘strong opinion’!, that the .material* 
had gone to Israel. 

Investigators K had hoped that 
Heims might be able to shed some- 
light on reports that President Lyn- 
don B„ Johnson may have prevented 
a more thorough investigation of the - 
Apollo matter because of its embar-i 
rassing implications. , According to* 
severtH participants at the briefing,* 

however.. i Helras^; memory was 

,“haiy” on that point and on several 
other specifics of the Apollo case. j 

CURIOUSLY,' Thursday s mis- 
take” was not the first time CIA offi- 
cials have forgotten that CIA esti- 
mates of Israel’s nuclear weapons- 
capability are supposed to be secret. 

In early 1976, the CIA’s third-ranking 
official. Carl Duckett, told a meeting 
of aerospace executives that Israel 
had ”10 to 20” atom bombs. When the 
remark later appeared in print, then- 
CIA director George Bush apologized-, 
for it, asserting that the statement 

should never have been made. 

Bush, however, did not deny the* 
accuracy of the statement. Shortly,, 
after the incident, Puckett retired; 
from the CfA, citing health reasons, .j 




